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PREFACE. 


Harrisburg,  Pa.,  May  1,  1909. 

In  order  to  promote  correspondence  and  co-operation  so  far  as 
may  be  possible  among  the  agricultural  societies  and  fair  associa- 
tions of  the  State,  this  Department  again  gives,  in  the  following 
Bulletin,  No.  178,  as  full  a  list  as  it  has  been  able  to  secure  of  such 
societies  and  associations  within  the  Commonwealth,  together  with 
the  names  and  addresses  of  their  officers,  and  the  dates  arranged  for 
exhibitions  during  the  coming  Fall. 

Jft  will  be  noticed  that  some  of  the  societies  given  in  the  list  do 
not  hold  exhibitions.  They,  however,  appear  in  the  bulletin  in  order 
that  the  list  of  associations  organized  for  the  advancement  of  agri- 
cultural education  may  be  as  complete  as  possible,  and  to  give  other 
associatious  opportunity  to  correspond  with  them.  The  societies, 
whether  holding  fairs  or  not,  are  fruitful  sources  of  good  to  the 
agriculture  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  are  assured  of  the  sympathy 
and,  as  far  as  possible,  the  co-operation  of  this  Department. 

N.  B.  CEITCHFIELD, 
Secretary  of  Agriculture. 
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LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL. 


Harrisburg,  Pa.,  May  1,  1909. 

Hon.  N.  B.  Critclifleld, 

Secretary  of  Agriculture. 

Dear  Sir: — 

This  bulletin  contains  list  of  Local  and  County  Agricultural  and 
Horticultural  Societies,  with  dates  of  Fairs,  also  Grange  exhibits,  to 
be  held  in  Pennsylvania  during  the  year  1909,  as  reported  by  secre- 
taries representing  the  different  organizations. 

The  attendance  for  1908  was  1,  559,000,  as  compared  with  previous 
year,  1,190,296,  shows  an  increase  of  368,704;  total  membership 
11,061 ;  amount  received  from  State  fund  |21,917.54 ;  amount  paid  in 
premiums  $95,517.91,  previous  year  |130,160.05,  a  decrease  of  $34,- 
642.14;  amount  offered  in  premiums  1909,  $102,665.30,  previous  year 
$174,350.00,  decrease  of  $71,684.70. 

.  We  note  a  marked  improvement  in  the  manner  of  conducting  Fairs 
throughout  the  State,  in  that  all  games  of  chance,  gambling  devices 
and  questionable  shows  have  been  practically  eliminated. 

Very  respectfully, 

^  A.  L.  MARTIN, 
Deputy  Secretary. 
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